
March 18, 2022

Brooke Chapman

Associate Director, Small Community Air Service Development Program

Office of Aviation Analysis

US Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Rapid City Regional Airport Grant Application 

Small Community Air Service Development Program – Docket ID: DOT-OST-2022-0003

Dear Ms. Chapman,

I’m writing in support of the Rapid City Regional Airport’s application for grant funding under the 2022 Small Community 

Air Service Development Program.

The Rapid City Regional Airport is the primary commercial air service gateway to the Black Hills of South Dakota and 

the state’s premiere tourism offerings. Tourism is the second largest industry in the Mount Rushmore State. In 2021, 

South Dakota welcomed more than 13.5 million visitors, a 26% increase over 2020. Those visitors spent $4.4 billion,  

an all-time record. According to the U.S. Travel Association, South Dakota was the very first state in the nation to 

recover to pre-pandemic levels of visitor spending. Tourism also supports more than 54,000 jobs in South Dakota.  

It is a huge driver of our state’s economy. 

South Dakota is a rural state and non-stop connections to major cities will continue to help grow the tourism industry 

within our state. It will provide wonderful opportunities to experience all the world-class tourism attractions, businesses, 

and national and state parks we have. 

I respectfully ask that you give the Rapid City Regional Airport’s SCASDP grant application your highest consideration.

Sincerely,

James D. Hagen

Secretary

South Dakota Department of Tourism


